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CHILDREN’S BOOKS OF 1941-42 


INCLUDING A SELECTION OF BOOKS FOR 


YOUNG PEOPLE 


A list for first purchase selected and 
prepared by Grace L. Aldrich, 
until recently librarian of the 
Horace Mann School, 

New York City 


For reference 

Fenner, P. R. Our library. 1942. Day 
$1.75; sch. ed. $1.40 027.82 
A lively day-by-day account of the 
work in a school library written by a 
successful school librarian. Full of 
practical suggestions for teacher, ad- 
ministrator or librarian, it is lightened 
by a sense of humor and a conversa- 

tional style. 


Sawyer, Ruth. The way of the story- 
teller. 1942. Viking Press $2.50 
372.21 
A gifted storyteller shares her experi- 
ences and her background in storytell- 
ing, leaving one with the impression 
that while it takes “ patience and faith- 
ful effort” to do it well, it is possible 
and rewarding for many. There are 
no explicit directions but the impor- 
tance of living with the tale in one’s 
mind is stressed. Several of her own 
tested stories appear at the end. An 
encouraging book! 


For children under 9 years of age 


Aulaire, Mrs I. M. d’, & Aulaire, E. P. 
d’. Leif the lucky; illus. by the authors. 
1941. Doubleday $2 


In this fine, large picture book, with 
richly colored lithographs having a 
strong feeling of Norway, the authors 
have given us another book with au- 
thentic touches of their own back- 


“In proportion as society refines, new books ever become more necessary.” 





ground. The style of the short text is 
just right for children and the book 
will be a good introduction to history 
for the little ones. 


Austin, Margot. Peter Churchmouse; 


illus. by the author. 1941. Dutton $1 


Here is an appealing, spontaneous 
story about an absent-minded parson 
whose church was inhabited by some- 
thing that gnawed holes in the hymnals, 
so he got what he thought was a cat. 
“He was quite mistaken.” This story 
has been followed by Gabriel Church- 
kitten (1942. Dutton $1) which is 
also funny and absurd. The first is for 
3 to 6-year-olds; the second, a little 
older, growing up with the child. Both 
have a warm sense of humor and are 
irresistible in text and in the author’s 
drawings. 


Willamette way. 1941. Scrib- 
ner $1.50 
The littlest ones have here a picture 
book of the story of the Oregon Trail. 
It is concerned with such living and 
adventures as would have registered 
with the small children who took to 
the trail with their elders — sleeping 
on pine boughs, tearing their clothes, 
having no playmates, going dirty, see- 
ing friendly Indians and watching the 
building of a cabin. But all the time 
they were looking forward to the end 
of the trail. The book will be enjoyed 
and will make a good beginning for 
history reading. 


Bishop, Mrs C. H. & Wiese, Kurt. The 
ferryman. 1941. Coward $1.50 


In this jolly picture book, Daniel, 
the ferryman, with a little boat and a 
blue sail, is called from the good dinner 
celebrating his seventh child’s fourth 
birthday, to ferry a stranger from the 
island to the main land. The stranger, 
really the devil, leaves a bag of gold 
but says he will come in a year to 














take the ferryman away. He comes 
each year until the seventh child 
is seven. Each time Daniel outwits 
him. The seventh year they play the 
repeating game of going to the Sidi- 
3arrabah fair until Daniel says the 
word “cross,” whereupon the devi! 
vanishes as that is the one word he 
can not say. A Breton version of the 
old devil tale. Amusing pictures by 
Kurt Wiese. 


Bontemps, A. W. & Conroy, Jack. The 
fast Sooner hound; illus. by Virginia 
Lee Burton. 1942. Houghton $1.75 


He would sooner run than eat and 
so got his name, and was he fast! As 
he could not be parted from his master, 
a railroad fireman, and could not ride 
in the cab, he ran beside the train. In 
a race with the Cannon Ball, a crack 
train, of course he won in spite of a 
detour to play with a rabbit. The 
excitement and hilarity of the race are 
the climax of a fresh picture book. 


Buff, Mrs M. M. & Buff, Conrad. Dash 
& Dart; illus. by Conrad Buff. 1942. 
Viking Press $2 

As a picture book this is very beauti- 
ful. Soft brown pictures of deer 
throughout the book and four double 
spreads in color, showing the four 
seasons, would in themselves make the 
book one to be remembered. In short, 
rhythmic sentences adapted for reading 
aloud, perhaps at bedtime, two little 
twin deer are followed from their birth 
in the spring to their first snowstorm. 
The print, too, is clear and beautiful, 
making this an especially lovely book. 


Burton, V. L. The little house; illus. 
by the author. 1942. 
$1.75 

First the little house stood alone on 
a hill in the country. It did not change, 
but, little by little, change was wrought 
all around it. First came steam shovels, 
then gasoline stations, then other 
houses, and finally an elevated train. 
Sut in the end the great-great-grand- 
daughter of the man who built it, res- 
cued the little house and moved it back 
to a quiet country hilltop. The details 
of the pictures lead one deep into the 
scene. The colors are pleasant, clear 
and strong. It has been said that 
Virginia Burton has “ gusto” for small 
readers. One of the most fascinating 
picture books of its season, it was 
awarded the Caldecott medal in 1943. 


Houghton 
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Dennis, Wesley. Flip; illus. by the 
author. 1941. Viking Press $1.50 


A most engaging colt learns to con- 
quer his fear of the stream his mother 
crosses easily and lightly. He dreams 
he has wings and with them startles 
his friends. He startles himself quite 
as much. The timid will be encouraged 
by the unspoken moral and others will 
find it just a good story. The pictures 
show Flip growing up. 


McCloskey, Robert. Make way for 


ducklings; illus. by the author. 1941. 
Viking Press $2 

A family of baby ducks was born on 
the Charles river near Boston. When 
they were old enough to follow, Mother 
Duck, with some help from a friendly 
policeman, trailed them through Boston 
traffic to the pond in the Public Gar- 
den. True both to ducks and to Bos- 
ton, this large picture book, which in 
1942 received the Caldecott award, is 
both picturesque and amusing. 


Morris, D. H. The truck that flew; 


illus. by the author. 1942. Putnam $1.50 

All small boys will sympathize with 
Timothy Timpkins who goes to sleep 
thinking of all the things he likes, in- 
cluding TRUCKS. The short amus- 
ing rhymes and forceful pictures, 
(drawn by the author-father, who is 
also art instructor in a_ well-known 
boys’ school), lead up to a super-super 
truck that takes off in amazing circles 
into a land of fancy where of course 
even small boys can turn and shift and 
back. This must inevitably give satis- 
fying dreams, if read aloud at bedtime. 


Moses, H. S.. Here comes the circus; 
illus. by Susanne Suba. 1941. 
Houghton $1.75 


Who has not wondered what the 
“back” of the circus is like? Here, in 
a_ beautifully-designed book, is the 
answer in detail by one who has been 
there and knows who keeps it running, 
how the performers live, how the 
animals behave, how they are all fed 
and how everything clicks. Susanne 
Suba, the artist, has been there too, 
and in delightful pictures shows us 
around. 


Newberry, Mrs C. T. Marshmallow; 
illus. by the author. 1942. Harper $1.75 


A little white bunny, looking as soft 
as a marshmallow, comes to live in 
the house with a pampered bachelor 
























cat who at first does not know whether 
or not to accept so strange a thing. 
But before long the big black cat and 
the little white bunny are such friends 
that, cuddled up together, asleep, and 
playing, they give the artist an excuse 
for some of her best work. 


Sayers, Mrs F. C. Tag-along Tooloo; 


illus. by Helen Sewell. 1941. Vik- 
ing Press $1.50 

A gay story of Ann’s little five-year- 
old sister Tallulah who must always 
tag along too with Ann and _ her 
friends. A serene story by an author 
who understands children and writes 
well. Seven to ten-year-old girls will 
enjoy this one by the author of 
Mr Tidy Paws and Bluebonnets for 
Lucinda. There is a Christmas story 
in it, too. 


Sondergaard, Mrs Arensa. My first 


geography of the Americas; illus. by 
Fritz Kredel. 1942. Little $1.75 

A large picture book in form, this 
first geography for younger children 
gives the feeling of long distances and 
familiar things like trains and bridges, 
even in strange, far-off places. Draw- 
ings by Fritz Kredel are pleasant in 
color and simple enough for this kind 
of book which should not be too de- 
tailed or confusing. 


Thorn, A. G., ed. Singing words; illus. 


by Masha. 1941. Scribner $1.75 

A carefully chosen collection of lyrics 
from such authors as Rossetti, Fyle- 
man and Stevenson. The editor was a 
teacher of little children who specialized 
in music. The poems, with their swing- 
ing rhythmic sound, have been chosen 
for the music in them, appealing to the 
ear. Six songs with music are in- 
cluded. The delicate drawings by 
Masha are quaint and lovely and some 
are in color. 


Troy, Hugh. The Chippendale dam; 


illus. by the author. 1941. Oxford 
Univ. Press $1.50 

The Widow Welch lived in New 
York with her two pet beavers and her 
much-prized Chippendale furniture. 
Although very poor, she had refused a 
magnificent offer for the furniture 
from the Metropolitan Museum. But 
a heavy rain, broken water pipes 
and the beavers who tried to help 
brought about a catastrophe which in 
the end gave them all, even the Mu- 
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seum, satisfaction. An original and 
amusing nonsense tale to read to, and 
with eight to ten-year-olds. A pleasant 
book to handle with its clear print and 
amusing pictures. 


For children 9 to 12 years of age 


Angelo, Valenti. The hill of little 


miracles; illus. by the author. 1942. 
Viking Press $2 

On Telegraph Hill in San Francisco 
dwells a lively little girl, who makes 
friends and shares the lives of her 
friends. The miracles are the good for- 
tune that comes to the neighbors. Poor 
Theresa regains her senses, the kitten 
escapes the fire, Ricco makes a good 
portrait of Old Jonah, and Ricco’s lame 
leg will be helped. Humor and real 
living from a little girl’s viewpoint 
give this story something of the feel- 
ing K. W. Eyre’s Susan’s safe harbor 
has. 


Barksdale, Lena. First Thanksgiving; 


illus. by Lois Lenski. 1942. Knopf 
$1.50 

A small book, but one that fills a 
need. Hannah has two cousins, and a 
grandmother who can remember Massa- 
soit and the first Thanksgiving in Ply- 
mouth. So Hannah and her cousins 
celebrate their own Thanksgiving to- 
gether and with Grandmother relive the 
first one. The book is warmly human 
and the pictures by Lois Lenski are full 
of the atmosphere of New England. 


Beim, Mrs L. L. & Beim, Jerrold. 


Blue jeans; illus. by I. B. Hazelton. 
1941. Harcourt $2 

Dale Scott, a delicate, shy city boy 
of ten, finding it difficult to get along 
with the boys who call him “ sissy,” is 
sent to his uncle’s dairy farm. His 
cousin, too, thinks him a sissy, but his 
uncle finds him a great help with fig- 
ures and his little cousin Joyce enjoys 
his company. There is a milk strike 
which opens Dale’s eyes to the depend- 
ence of the city on the farm. A good 
farm story for the younger children, 
while for those a little older there is 
the feeling of what the farmer means 
to all of us. 


Berry, Erick. Whistle round the bend; 


illus. by the author. 1941. Oxford 
Univ. Press $2 

Planned by the author as a third book 
in a study of transportation in Amer- 











ica, this is an exciting tale for boys 
and girls, and, at the same time, history. 
Aaron Herrick, working as a surveyor 
on a mysterious job, becomes involved 
in the quarrel between those who re- 
sist the new inventions and the pioneers 
who see ahead. Girls especially will 
enjoy Leafy and her clever grand- 
mother. 


Bianco, Mrs M. W. Bright morning; 
illus. by Margaret Platt. 1942. Vik- 
ing Press $1.50 

Spring in England in Victoria's 
reign, with two little girls and their 
Nanny! Such delightful trips to the 
shops, to the Gardens; such interesting 
things to see, like the ‘“ Monkey Man” 
and the man with the trained mice and 
the Boomeo Boy; such pleasant things 
to do as to have a Sixpenny Tea and a 
ride down to the surf in a _ bathing 
machine! And such naughty little 
girls who “made long noses” and 
licked the roses from the wall paper 
with their tongues! A charming story 
as modern as it is Victorian. 


Clark, Mrs A. N. In my mother’s 
house; illus. by Velino Herrera. 
1941. Viking Press $2 

The original script of this beautiful 
Indian picture book was written for 
Indian children and because of that has 
full Indian flavor. The author has 
lived as a teacher with the Indians near 
Santa Fé and her book, written in 
rhythmic and imaginative prose and fol- 
lowing the children’s thinking, has had 
their approval. The pictures, in color 
and black and white, are by the distin- 
guished painter, Velino Herrera, who 
is also thoroughly familiar with these 
Indians. One of the fine books of the 
year. 


Coatsworth, E. J. Houseboat summer; 
illus. by Marguerite Davis. 1942. 
Macmillan $1.75 


This story, with a Maine background, 
has excitement in storm and fire, the 
charm of a special kind of house, the 
spirit of summer fun in helping on a 
farm, canoeing, climbing and sleeping 
on a rocking boat. and makes very 
happy reading for the middle children 
who like animals, caves, the usual sum- 
mer activities and, especially, houses. 
This one is made very real in the pic- 
tures by Marguerite Davis. 


Dalgliesh, Alice. 
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Wings around South 
America; illus. by Katherine Mil- 
hous. 1941. Scribner $2.50 


To meet the demand for more infor- 
mation for children on South America, 
Miss Dalgliesh and the artist, Kath- 
erine Milhous, took a two months’ trip 
by plane over various South American 
countries. The text has the freshness 
of a letter home and concerns itself 
with the things which interest children, 
— babies, animals, other children, black 
and white; schools, cars and daily life. 
The illustrations, both marginal 
sketches and full page water colors, are 
as vivid as the writing. 


De la Mare, Walter. Bells and grass; 


illus. by Dorothy P. Lathrop. 1942. 
Viking Press $2.50 

A delicate, spiritual quality pervades 
this book which is for no particular 
age but is perfectly clear to any imagi- 
native child. Its characters are such 
beings as a midget and a “prince of 
mouses.” Dorothy Lathrop’s beautiful 
illustrations of small creatures, wild 
flowers and sweeping landscapes have 
just the right illusive quality. A rare 
combination of author and artist has 
given us a distinguished book. The in- 
troduction by Walter de la Mare is said 
to be “indispensable to any one inter- 
ested in children.” 


Edmonds, W. D. The matchlock gun; 


illus. by Paul Lantz. 1941. Dodd $2 


Before the Revolution, Edward, a 
Dutch boy of the Hudson valley, lives 
with an antique Spanish gun (with its 
bell mouth) hanging on the wall of his 
home and hears stories of it. His 
father having to go with the militia, 
his mother and he plan what to do. 
When, from the fields she sees Indians, 
she is to call out his Dutch name 
“ Ateoord.” At this signal he blocks 
up the gun, too heavy for him to lift, 
and sets it off with a candle. Return- 
ing home the father finds three dead 
Indians and an unconscious wife. The 
author of Drums along the Mohawk 
has, in simple language, written a well- 
made and thrilling story. An unusually 
handsome book with stunning drawings 
by Paul Lantz. it received the Newbery 
award for 1941. 


Tom, Whipple; illus. by Paul 
Lantz. 1942. Dodd $2 


Based on a true incident, this com- 
panion volume to The matchlock gun 
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has as hero Yankee Tom Whipple who 
“aimed to see something of the world.” 
By his initiative and grit Tom managed 
to ship on a boat to Russia, managed to 
get there in spite of the bully, Mr Bul- 
lett, and managed to take a present to 
the Emperor and to talk with him. 
That the present was only an acorn 
from Mount Vernon makes the incident 
no less significant. Superb black and 
white drawings and five in color by 
Paul Lantz. 


Mrs Eleanor. The 
illus. by Louis Slobodkin. 
Harcourt $2 


This story introduces us to the in- 
teresting Moffatt family. Followed in 
1942 by The middle Moffatt (Harcourt 
$2), the two books form a rare family 
chronicle very popular with the middle 
girls. There are Sylvie, capable, and 
the oldest; Joey, awkward but, as 
Mother says, “ My oldest son,” trying 
to help the fatherless family ; Jane, who 
likes to look at the world from be- 
tween her legs, upside down; Rufus, 
the baby, and Catherine-the-Cat. There 
are moments that remind one of the 
Five little Peppers but the children have 
more individuality and less sentimen- 
tality. Louis Slobodkin’s sketchy illus- 
trations are very satisfactory. 


Moffatts; 
1941. 


Eyre, K. W. Susan's safe harbor. 
1942. Oxford Univ. Press $1.75 
Here, with delightful drawings in 


line by Decie Merwin, is one of the 
year’s nicest stories for the middle girls. 
A delightful but penniless artist father 
finds its difficult to support Susan and 
her mother. So they move to a poorer 
neighborhood near Fisherman’s Wharf 
in San Francisco. Susan, while her 
mother and father are busy, makes 
friends with Franchesca Pezzola and 
together they have strange, sad and 
happy adventures. Susan makes a very 
happy adjustment and brings home 
friends who help her father to get his 
start. 


Gill, R. C. & Hoke, H. L. The story 


of the other 
Manuel Rivera 
Houghton $2 

A geography-history of South Amer- 
ica, which, divided into six parts: Dis- 
covery; Conquest by Spain; Wars for 
Independence; 1626-1875; 1875-1920; 


America; illus. by 
Regalado. 1941. 


and South America today, gives a good 
introduction to the study of the south- 

















ern continent. The account is clear 
in spite of the complications of reality. 
An excellent explanation of the coun- 
tries’ attitudes toward each other and 
ours toward them. Good maps and a 
good description of each country, in 
the appendix. A book to go with this 
is Vernon Quinn’s Picture map geog- 
raphy of South America, illustrated 
by Paul Spener Johst (Stokes $1.50) 


McMeekin, Mrs I. M. Journey cake; 


illus. by Nicholas 
Messner $2 


_ When their mother dies, their father 
is away “on the Wilderness Trail to 
see about a homing for them on Otter 
Creek.” That leaves the children, six 
of them, the oldest only 15, alone with 
Juba, once a slave, but now a “free 
woman of color.” In spite of the oppo- 
sition of the town they all set out from 
the Yadkin valley at night, and with 
the journey cake, to follow the father. 
After the Indians kill one of the oxen, 
faithful Eli, Juba’s husband, is yoked 
with Big. Through thick and thin they 
go with gentle, loyal Juba, and find 
their father at last. The phrasing, 
being of the time and section, is un- 
usual and will interest children. 


1942. 


Panesis. 


McSwigan, Marie. Snow treasure: 
illus. by Mary Reardon. 1942. Dut- 
ton $2 
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Plenty of excitement permeates this 
story, based on a true incident happen- 
ing in Norway during this present war. 
When it becomes necessary to move 
large sums of money under the very 
noses of the Nazis who have occupied 
the land, some courageous Norwegian 
children, with the money piled on their 
sleds, coast down to the Fjord under 
pretense of play and get it safely to 
the ship which is to take it to America. 


Marshall, Dean. The long white 
month; illus. by Theresa Kalab. 
1942. Dutton $2 


In New York Aunt Millicent took 
such good care of Priscilla that she 
never did anything herself, never had 
any time that was not taken by les- 
sons or exercise or something. But 
Aunt Millicent had to go away. Then 
Cousin Susan came with her old car 
to take Priscilla to her little cabin in 
the woods. Uncle Roger, her guardian, 
bought her the woolly sweaters and 
snow suits she had always wanted and 








never had, and a fairy tale. Didn’t he 
know Aunt Millicent disapproved of 
fairy tales? There followed a month 
of snow suits, cabin fires, Prescott 
children, blizzards, books and birds — 
especially birds. Priscilla learned to 
cook and sew and build fires instead 
of going to school. When spring came 
Aunt Millicent did not return. It did 
not matter much for Uncle Roger and 
Cousin Susan were married and Pris- 
cilla would live with them. One of the 
very nice books of the year iull of 
satisfactions and security —and birds. 


Milhous, Katherine. Herodia, the 
lovely puppet; illus. by the author. 
1942. Scribner $2 

Placed in Pennsylvania in the late 
1800’s, this is an unusual story with a 
mystery running through it. Although 
only a puppet, Herodia looks and 
dances like a real little girl. The 
mystery begins when a little boy thinks 
she may be real. Then the Professor 
decides it is time to take her and the 
other puppets away. She goes to 
school, is married, and on her wedding 
day finds out who she is. Mysterious 
and appealing. 


Newell, Mrs H. H. 
family; illus. by Anne Merriman 
Peck. 1942. Oxford Univ. Press $2 

Stephen A. Stebbins, known as Step- 
pin, is a Negro boy living in Harlem 
who very much admires Bob Williams, 
the tap dancer, and wishes to become 
a tap dancer himself. Sitting under the 
Harlem Wishing Tree (a real tree, by 
the way), he attracts the attention of 
a “chauffeur” who takes him for a 
ride in the Park and, hearing his story, 
gives him a pass to see Bob Williams 
tap. To Steppin’s great excitement, 
that night when Bob appears on the 
stage, he turns out to be the “ chauf- 
feur.” Bob starts Steppin on the road 
of his ambition. With hard work and 
the sympathetic support of his mother 
and sister, in spite of ups and downs, 
Steppin finally works into a Broadway 
show. The story, and the drawings by 
Anne Merriman Peck are authentic 
Harlem. An encouraging, kindly book 
that reads quickly. 


Steppin and 


Orton, Mrs H. F. Mystery at the little 
red schoolhouse; illus. by R. Emmett 
Owen. 1941. Stokes $1.50 


The mystery is concerned with the 
loss of a tiny gold dollar, possessed of 
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a very special history, that is being 
used as a weekly prize by the new 
teacher of a country summer school in 
the 1880’s. It takes a red thread and a 
very serious wind storm to unravel the 
mystery. Meanwhile there are sus- 
picions and heartaches, while school 
goes on, and an understanding teacher 
conducts lessons and spelling matches. 
Good reading for the young ones. 


Pace, Mrs M. M. Clara Barton; illus. 


by Robert Ball. 1941. 
$1.50 


A shy, delicate, Yankee schoolteacher 
conquered her shyness to follow the 
wounded in the Civil War, to nurse 
them and make them comfortable, and 
even to bake apple pies for them. This 
is her story, told in a straightforward 
way — how from the Civil War on she 
helped in war and disaster; how she 
founded the American Red Cross; how 
she bullied officials to get the supplies 
she needed; how great her work and 
influence were. The New York Herald 
Tribune spring prize was awarded to 
this valuable biography. 


Scribner 


Robinson, T. P. Pete; illus. by Morgan 


Dennis. 1941. Viking Press $2 
Pete is an airedale who owns the 
family of boys! He is rough and 
rowdy, never learns to do things right 
but, in spite of that, somehow always 
manages to do things as the family 
want him to— when he understands. . . 
He adopts the kitten, foregathers with 
the neighborhood gang of dogs, goes 
after woodchucks with Jack’s mother, 
to the amusement of the family, and 
endears himself to all, even to those 
who only meet him in print and in the 
engaging drawings by Morgan Dennis. 
This book was given the New York 
Herald Tribune spring prize, 1941. 


Sawyer, Ruth. The least one; illus. by 


Leo Politi. 1941. Viking Press $2 


A short story of Chiquitico, “the 
least one” of three little Mexican 
burros, and of Paco, the boy who loves 
him. The pet burro is lost and quite 
a little plot unfolds before his return. 
Meanwhile the authentic flavor of 
Mexico saturates the story; the smells 
and sights, the familiar small animals, 
the gay merry-go-round at the festival, 
and the .blessing of the animals at the 
cathedral, which goes on all day. Since 
Ruth Sawyer is a good storyteller, her 
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Treadgold, Mary. 


Turney, I. V. 


Undset, Sigrid. 


words evoke pictures for young and old 
alike, while Leo Politi’s illustrations in 
soft grays and browns add much to a 
pleasant, humorous story that will read 
well aloud. 


The long Christmas; illus. by 
Valenti Angelo. 1941. Viking Press 


$2.50 
Thirteen old legends of various 
countries, such as Spain, Ireland, 


3ritain and Australia, are chosen by a 
master storyteller for children’s reading 
and particularly for the storyteller. A 
much appreciated addition to the 
shelves of Christmas stories. 


Left till called for; 
illus. by Richard Floethe. 1941. 
Doubleday $2 

When a war story is as good as this, 
it may well be included in a selected 
list. The Nazis, a French friend, 
Peter, a private cave and a _ code 
message are parts of the framework 
and the courage, stamina and _ level- 
headedness of two English children, 
accidentally left behind when a Channel 
island is evacuated, are the means of 
solving the difficulty. 


Paul Bunyan, the work 
giant; illus. by Norma-Madge Lyon 
and Harold L. Price. 1941. Bin- 
fords $2 


This is a fine book to add to the 
Paul Bunyan collection if only for the 
pictures by Norma Lyon and Harold 
Price which give a most satisfying 
feeling of his great size. It seems 
right that the water hole for the great 
Blue Ox should be shown as the map 
of the whole Great Lakes region, and 
Paul himself so large that much of him 
is out of sight. Here are the usual 
tall tales, racy and humorous. 


Happy times in Nor- 


way; tr. by Joran Birkeland. 1942. 
Knopf $2 
A “family” story in which the 


famous author, Sigrid Undset, tells of 
the normal happy life of her own 
children in Norway before the second 
World War. That one son has since 


given his life to his country does not 
affect the peace and humor of this rich 
and authentic account of incidents at 
of camping, 


the saeter in summer, 








sports, skiing and of Christmas cele- 
brations, all laced with legends and 
bits of history. A grand book for the 
whole family to read. 


Wells, Mrs M. L. & Fox, Dorothy. 


White, E. O. 
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Wriston, Mrs H. T. 


Boy of the woods; the story of John 
James Audubon; illus. by Elinore 
Blaisdell. 1942. Dutton $2 


A great ornithologist who has much 
to recommend him to the younger 
children is the hero of this biography. 
He loved birds, searched them out, 
spent hours watching them and wanted 
to paint them —all of them! Children 
will read it now as a story and find 
later that their friend was real. His 
childhood in France and his early 
American years are stressed although 
his whole life is included. Easier to 
read than Constance Rourke’s Audubon. 
High school pupils will find it inter- 
esting and helpful. 


Training Sylvia; illus. 
by Dorothy Bayley. 1942. Hough- 
ton $2 


Gay, vivid Sylvia, an orphan, comes 
from England to live with her “ three 
mothers” as she calls them —a grand- 
mother and two aunts — and a crippled 
cousin. Because she is only ten they 
fear she “will need much training and 
there will be four of us to do the job.” 
3ut somehow or other much of the 
training is done by Sylvia. In this 
happy story she helps Cousin Walter, 
finds her first real friend of her own 
age, likes the school teacher in the 
kitchen, brings about a reconciliation 
and finally manages to have the barn 
made into a house for her friends. 
Open water; 
illus. by Dorothy 1942. 
Doubleday $2 


Four Halliday children, living on 
Lake Champlain, decide they must have 


3ayley. 


a_ boat. 3ill discovers one, planted with 
pink geraniums, in Captain Orcutt’s 
yard. Punk makes friends with him 


and, after much high finance, gets it, 
and with the Captain’s help they 
renovate it as a motor boat. When 
finished, it is launched right into a 
mystery, connected with smugglers 
from the Canadian border, which the 
children help solve by gathering evi- 
dence. A _ plausible, zestful story of 
individual children familiar with boats 
and water. 











For older boys and girls 
(Junior high school age) 


(See also list for young people which 
follows) 


Baity, M/rs E. C. Man is a weaver; 


illus. by B. Falls. 1942. Viking 


In dramatic fashion Mrs Baity fol- 
lows the making of cloth from the first 
clothing of primitive man, through 
spinning and weaving and dyeing, to 
the textiles of today made from such 
strange things as milk, glass, coal and 
asbestos. With this, which is an ac- 
curate record of textile making, flows 
the history of mankind through the 
ages, with the effect of machines and 
lack of machines on our life. A book 
that is good reading on its own and 
one that will be very useful especially 
to schools that are following an inte- 
grated program. Photographs. Draw- 
ings and maps by C. B. Falls. 


Becker, Mrs M. L., ed. Growing up 
with America. 1941. Stokes $2.50 

Mrs Becker knows how to choose 
selections for young people. In this 
collection she begins with Colonial 
times and, using stories which show 
the life of the young with their work, 
amusement and everyday living, greatly 
different from modern times, but true 
to the life of the period, she gives 
“children a sense that history is not 
over and done with, but going on now.” 
Mrs Becker hopes they will “see with- 
out a sense of strangeness, America 
coming back to them as children found 
it at the time.” 


Carmer, C. L. America sings; stories 
and songs of our country’s growing; 
illus. by Elizabeth Black Carmer. 
1942. Knopf $3 

Tall tales of such heroes as Paul 
Bunyan, Pecos Bill and Alfred Bulltop 
Stormalong were made up by the men 
who made America, to encourage them- 
selves in the mighty job of conquering 
the country, says Carl Carmer. They 
sang these songs to accompany the beat 
of their work or to amuse themselves 
around the fire at night. Here in 
simple form he presents some of them 
with an introductory story for each. 
Simple arrangements to carry the 
original melody have been made by 
Edwin John Stringham. The result is 
a fascinating accompaniment to history 
and good folklore. 


Cottler, Joseph. Man with wings; the 
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story of Leonardo da Vinci. 1942. 
Little $2.50 


At 17, Leonardo, handsome, strong 
enough to bend horseshoes with his 
bare hands, and something of a musi- 
cian, left the village of Vinci in 1469, 
or thereabouts, to be apprenticed to 
Verrocchio, the artist, in Florence. 
Immediately he showed remarkable 
promise as an artist and_ sculptor. 
And then began one of the great 
careers of the world. In his quest for 
the “reason” behind all things, he 
became a mathematician, a_ scientist, 
an anatomist, a mechanic, an architect 
and a military engineer. When, many 
years later, his notebooks were found 
and deciphered from his secret script 
they revealed many inventions such as 
airplanes and streamlining. This is a 
book to hold the interest of adults as 
well as young people. The emphasis 
upon mathematics as the base upon 
which to build art or machines or the 
art of invention itself will make this 
readable book a help in the hands of 
mathematics teachers. Excellent photo- 
graphs. 


David, Julian. The three Hanses; 


illus. by Warren Chappell. 1942. 
Little $2 


It was surprising when three boys 
met to find they were all Hanses. Here 
are the three living through an adven- 
ture at night, a fight, a trip to sea, a 
part on the stage, an abduction, a riot, 
and good fortune at last for all. Two 
of the Hanses are fictitious characters 
but Hans Christian, gentle, homely and 
imaginative, is true, so true as to be 
recognizable by those who know their 
Hans Christian Andersen. 


Eaton, Jeanette. Narcissa Whitman, 


pioneer of Oregon; illus. by Woodi 
Ishmael. 1941. Harcourt $2.50 


Narcissa knew from the time she 
was a little girl that she would be a 
missionary. This knowledge governed 
all she did, even to choosing a husband. 
After a two-day courtship and a year 
of waiting they took to the Oregon 
trail to convert the Indians.- The pic- 
ture of life at the end of the trail 
with its open house for Indians and 
on-coming trailers, its problems, disap- 
pointments and triumphs make inter- 
esting reading about people, important in 
pioneer Oregon history. A biography. 
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Follett, Mrs H. T. Ocean outposts; 


illus. by Armstrong Sperry. 1942. 
Scribner $2 


Today when brothers and cousins are 
in far Pacific islands it is a comfort 
to have such an authentic, modern 
account of these little-known places. 
For the most part, a geography reader, 
this book has also some history, espe- 
cially of discovery, and an account of 
the islands in peace times. With 
photographs that give the feeling of 
the islands and fine maps, including an 
end paper map, drawn by Armstrong 
Sperry, it is an attractive volume that 
fills an immediate need. 


Goss, Mrs M. B. Unfinished sym- 


phony; the story of Franz Schubert; 
illus. by Karl M. Schultheiss. 1941. 
Holt $2.50 


A satisfying companion volume to 
the author’s Beethoven. Written in 
simple, popular style, it brings to life 
for juniors the composer of the Schu- 
bert music they hear on the radio. 
We see him first as a fat little boy 
trying out for the Imperial Choir. 
Then come school days and_ school 
teaching which he dislikes. Nothing 
much matters to him but music. A real 
picture emerges of a _ gay, lovable, 
forgetful person peering at the world 
through his glasses. A chart, “ The 
world Schubert lived in,’ will help 
place him. Good index and list of 
compositions. 


Gray, E. J. Adam of the road; illus. 


by Robert Lawson. 1942. Viking 
Press $2 

Meggy MacIntosh, Beppy Marlowe 
and Jane Hope have a wide circle of 
readers. The author now turns from 
girls to tell the tale of a minstrel and 
his son in England in the thirteenth 
century. Adam, fresh from a monas- 
tery school, takes to the road on a 
dappled grey, perched behind his father, 
his spaniel beside him. The spaniel is 
stolen and his father disappears. From 
then on it is the story of a sturdy boy 
and a long road—a road that some- 
how dominates the narrative. The pace 
is as leisurely as his experience must 
have been. There is plenty of sus- 
pense and satisfying action ending in 
Adam’s final reunion with his father 
and his dog. Robert Lawson’s draw- 
ings add to a beautifully-presented, fine 
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historical story which will bear re- 
reading and which took the Newbery 
award for 1942. 


Hamilton, Edith. Mythology; illus. by 


Steele Savage. 1942. Little $3.50 


A very welcome addition to the 
shelves of mythology, with quite satis- 
factory drawings by Steele Savage. 
Although Norse mythology is included, 
Miss Hamilton’s first interest is in the 
Greek and Roman myths and_ she 
makes us feel an unusual sympathy 
with the high gods. The book will 
also be useful for reference. 


Hewes, Mrs A. D. Spice ho! illus. by 


Wilfred Jones. 1941. Knopf $1.75 
With much interesting detail this fine, 
simple history of exploration, as it has 
been influenced by the search for 
spices, is a chronicle of the various 
explorers who came after Prince 
Henry had made preparations for 
Portugal to hold the spice trade. With- 
out dates, it places each explorer in 
relation to the others. Interesting are 
the “ Vinegar of the Four Thieves” 
and the three famous letters, two 
written on gold-leaf and one on a palm 
leaf. The author says “ There is no 
more romantic, exciting story in all 
history than the search for spice — and 
no sadder, more tragic one either.” 


Huntington, Mrs H. E. Tune up; the 


instruments of the orchestra and 
their players. 1942. Doubleday $2 


For the hundreds of pupils in the 
grades and high school looking forward 
to joining the school orchestra, this is 
an excellent introduction. Beginning 
with the handsome end papers which 
show, by instrument, how an orchestra 
is arranged, through pages of fine 
photographs picturing instruments in 
use, the book ends with the pipes and 
bellows of the grand organ. In narrow 
columns of text a commentary on the 
history, place and the use of each 
instrument runs through a book which 
will interest every embryo musician. 


Key, Alexander. With Daniel Boone 


on the Caroliny trail; illus. by the 
author. 1941. Winston $2 


While scouting with his father in 
search of land and cabin, Daniel Boone, 
13 years old, meets George Washing- 
ton, the young surveyor who has 
become separated from his companions. 
Then Daniel gets lost, and is captured 


by the Indians. How he outwits the 
Indians, and, with unerring woodman’s 
instinct, finds his way back to his 
father and freedom makes a story full 
of suspense and adventure’ which, 
though fictional, is convincing. 


Malkus, Mrs A. S. Citadel of a hun- 


dred stairways; illus. by Henry C. 
Pitz. 1941. Winston $2 

Tony’s father, a mining engineer, 
takes him to Peru to work a gold mine. 
Tony becomes friends with Titu, an 
Indian. All sorts of things, antag- 
onisms, sickness and danger, threaten 
the work. Through the boys’ friend- 
ship with the “ Old One of the Moun- 
tain,” however, and through him, in 
the finding of the Treasure House of 
the Incas, success is finally assured. 
Mrs Malkus has visited Peru and in 
a well-written book shares her interest 
in it with us. 


Montgomery, R. G. Ghost town ad- 
venture; illus. by Russell Sherman. 
1942. Holt $2 


Professor Dean, worn out with 
teaching in a university, took his two 
boys and a girl in “ Mehitable,” a ven- 
erable automobile, and started west. 
They rolled into a mining town from 
which all the inhabitants but one had 
departed, following the lure of a strike 
elsewhere. The family took possession, 
more or less, and soon found them- 
selves running a tourist camp and later 
a winter resort and biological station. 
They were resourceful and likable and 
made friends, which makes this a con- 
vincing story. 


Ransome, Arthur. Missee Lee (based 
on information supplied by the Swal- 
lows and Amazons); illus. by the 
author. 1942. Macmillan $2.50 


The juvenile public of Arthur Ran- 
some will not wish to miss this one. 
The _ well-beloved John and Susan, 
Nancy and Peggy, Titty and Roger 
and, of course, their boats, pets and 
Captain Flint are all here. They range 
farther from home in this story, become 
involved with the daughter of a pirate, 
ruler of three islands off China, who 
puts them to studying. The burning of 
the “ Wild-Cat,” Gibber’s part in the 
fire, the life with the Chinese pirates, 
the dragon feast, the daily lessons and 
the final escape make a most extra- 
ordinary but withal plausible story. 
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Teale, E. W. Near horizons; the 


story of an insect garden. 1942. 
Dodd $3.75 


A fine big book in which Edwin 
Teale’s observations of a whole range 
of insect activities are accompanied by 
more than 160 remarkable photographs 
of insects, many taken at close range by 
this naturalist-photographer. It prob- 
ably will never be popular, but it has a 
very great deal of interest, especially 
for certain young boys. 


Waldeck, T. J. The white panther; 


illus. by Kurt Wiese. 1941. Viking 
Press $2 

3orn in the jungle of South America, 
Ku-ma was that very rare creature, a 
white panther. In spite of his great 
strength and cunning he was a marked 
animal; his panther instinct which 
warned him to “ freeze” to avoid being 
noticed did not tell him that his white 
coat was more easily seen than the 
usual dappled panther coat. Full of 
drama, from the great storm to 
Ku-ma’s escape from an Indian trap, 
the book will be liked by boys of any 
age. A little reminiscent of Kipling’s 
Jungle book and some of Mukerji’s 
stories. The explorer-author knows of 
such an animal. Kurt Wiese’s pictures 
are satisfying. 


White, Mrs A. T. Lost worlds; ad- 


ventures in archaeology. 1941. 
Random House $2.50 


A history of the findings of great 
archeologists on four continents which 
makes good reading with real excite- 
ment in the last minute discoveries of 
Schliemann and Carter. Accurate, care- 
ful work in selection and preparation 
but well-told in simple language. Fine 
photographs and fascinating end papers. 


Worth, Kathryn. The middle button; 


illus. by Dorothy Bayley. 1941. 
Doubleday $2 


Maggie McArn, the middle one of 11 
children, wanted to be a doctor in the 
days when it seemed unthinkable that a 
girl should do such a thing. Not only 
did she have to face opposition and earn 
the money for it but she had to prove 
herself to Doctor Angus before he 
would help her. Her temper was not 
an asset either, but her Scotch grit won 
through. Real understanding and humor 
make this story convincing and enter- 
taining. 
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They loved to laugh; illus. by 
Marguerite de Angeli. 1942. Double- 
day $2 

Martitia Howland, 16 and diffident, 
has been brought up in Virginia to “ be 
a lady.” With the death of her parents 
she is thrust into the Gardner family of 
five boys and a girl, Ruth, who believes 
“every tub should stand on its own 
bottom.” Ruth scorns the helpless Mar- 
titia for her lack of housewifely abili- 
ties. The family, however, is warmly 
affectionate and in spite of teasing and 
complications, Martitia learns the 
family code of loyalty, labor, kindness 
and laughter and she becomes one of 
them to her own intense surprise. 
There is a slight love interest. The 
background is rich in details of the 
period (about a hundred years ago). 
The values of the book, there but un- 
spoken, make it one to be recommended. 


For young people 
(Senior high school age) 


Adams, F. P., ed. Innocent merriment; 


an anthology of light verse. 1942. 
(Whittlesey House pub.) McGraw $3 


A fine mélange of verses, old and 
new, silly and whimsical, smart and 
homely, from authors as widely sepa- 
rated as Ben Jonson and “ Pink.” 
There are perhaps four hundred poems 
in all, and they have the distinction of 
being favorites of that well-known 
gentleman of “The Conning Tower” 
and “ Information, Please,” Franklin P. 
Adams. High school pupils will find 
many quotable quips and several paro- 
dies and burlesques on authors and lit- 
erature they may be studying. 


Bennett, H. H. & Pryor, W. C. This 


land we defend. 1942. Longmans $1.50 


“A nation can’t prosper unless its 
agriculture prospers” and “Land is 
most important of all man’s material 
possessions!” Beginning with “ The 
march of the exploiters” from the 
eastern coast to the Middle West, pass- 
ing through “the era of expansion” 
when American wealth was thought in- 
exhaustible, up to the time when ero- 
sion and the storms of the Dust Bowl 
forced many from their land, this small 
book on conservation is simply written 
and also tells what to do about it — 
simply. Any high school boy can fol- 
low it through to “What the well- 
dressed farm will wear.” 


[13] 


Call, Mrs Hughie. 





Bryan, G. S. The mystery ship. 1942. 


Lippincott $3 

More thrilling and mystifying than 
any fiction, this account of the ‘“ Mary 
Celeste” will stay with one long after 
the book is laid down. On December 
4, 1872, a brigantine was found in mid- 
ocean. Legend says, “ Wash hung out 
to dry, a partly-consumed meal on the 
table, fire still warm in the galley, a 
ticking watch, a sewing machine, a 
child’s clothes, even an uncorked bottle 
of medicine, and no life!” Truth says, 
“Without living or dead, the last entry 
in the log made ten days before, every- 
thing seemed as if left in a great hurry, 
and the one boat gone.” Legend or 
history, it is all here, but the mystery 
has never yet been solved. 


Buchan, John. Lake of gold; illus. by 


S. Levenson. 1941. Houghton $2 


Donald, who can not learn ‘history in 
school, is so reliable that his family 
sends him to Bellefleurs alone to spend 
a week opening their summer camp. 
Aristide and Simone, his friends of for- 
mer years, are there to greet him, as are 
Father Laflamme and Negog, the In- 
dian guide. Incited by Father La- 
flamme, the guide, with the help of the 
Lake of Gold and a fire of herbs, 
evokes “moving pictures” of thrilling 
times in Canadian history. The story 
ends with the miracle of the three men 
in the path of the avalanche and the 
Toonit knife. This is a shorter and 
less important story than some of John 
Buchan’s. 


Golden fleece; 
Hlus. by Paul Brown. 1942. Hough- 
ton $2.75 


Little did Mrs Call realize when she 
married Tom and went from Texas to 
live on a Montana sheep ranch that 
sheep would come before everything 
else. Nor did she know she would 
learn to like the life. Here, for mature 
readers, is a lively and fascinating ac- 
count of ranch life, full of accidents, 
cooks, bears, blizzards, loco weed, herd- 
ers, lambing and shearing. With will 
power and humor she met all hazards, 
raised her children and apparently en- 
joyed the doing. 


Cannon, LeGrand. Look to the moun- 


tain. 1942. Holt $2.75 


An adult novel of love and effort and 
tradition for the high school senior. In 
the early days Whit Livingston married 
Melissa Butler and took her at once to 








































the unpopulated Tamworth township 
section of New Hampshire. They had 
nothing but the land, doubtfully his, his 
rifle and their own youth, strength and 
confidence. The enterprise was threat- 
ened by snow in the beginning and later 
by other forces of nature, by trouble 
over land grants and by Indians. Full 
of vivid detail and the dry, salty flavor 
of pioneer speech, the story plunges 
through the years. Will bear re-reading. 


Carmer, C. L., ed. Songs of the rivers 
of America. 1942. Farrar $3.50 


Here, in a fine, big book that will lie 
open easily, are the words and music, 
(arranged for the piano by Dr Albert 
Sirmay) of almost a hundred robust 
songs of explorers and voyageurs, of 
raftsmen and settlers, of stevedores and 
roustabouts, which are associated with 
the various rivers of our country. 
About 54 rivers are included, ranging 
alphabeticaliy from the Alabama to the 
Wisconsin. They form an authentic 
and interesting body of folklore. The 
editor has been at pains to collect well- 
known songs and Doctor Sirmay to 
make the arrangements simple enough 
for the novice. The book is valuable in 
itself as well as a satisfying accompani- 
ment to the series of books known as 
“The Rivers of America.” 


Crawford, Phyllis. Last semester. 
1942. Holt $2 


Janey Lou, an only child, went to 
college with the expectation, although 
she did not acknowledge it, of having 
a glorious four-year house party. With 
high ability, she did little studying. 
She just wasn’t bid to a sorority but, as 
she said when graduating, “ you wake 
up and discover that it hasn’t ruined 
your life.’ Nor was she successful 
with dates. In the end she became 
aware of other values in life. This is 
a better than average college story for 
the girl who is looking forward to col- 
lege herself. 


Daugherty, J. H. Poor Richard; illus. 
by the author. 1941. Viking Press $2.50 


A biography of Benjamin Franklin 
which is interesting and wholly true. 
“There is not a line of conversation 
which is not actual quotation.” Frank- 
lin is shown as very likable, wise, bril- 
liant, many-sided, humorous and simple 
in his greatness. The book deserves a 
permanent place among biographies and 
will be enjoyed by young as well as 
older readers. 





Daugherty, Mrs S. V. 
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The way of an 
eagle. 1941. Oxford Univ. Press $2.50 


Here is Thomas Jefferson! We 
know him first as a law student, then 
follow him through his many-sided life 
as farmer, lawyer, public man, and man 
of ability in the arts and sciences; 
through his thinking and his reactions 
to his time. We find his hand in such 
widely different activities as his friends’ 
houses and the building of our new 
Nation. Read with James Daugherty’s 
Poor Richard, a good picture of the 
two friends and of the times emerges. 


De Leeuw, A. L. Gay design. 1942. 


Macmillan $2 


Presents a group of young people 
during the two years when they are 
getting started on their careers. Nancy 
Gay, through ability, initiative and 
hard work, together with plenty of dis- 
couragement, becomes a clothes de- 
signer with her own trade mark “ Gay 
Design.” An absorbing novel for the 
‘teen age by an experienced author of 
books successful with young people, this 
can not be dismissed as just a career 
story with a love interest. 


De Seversky, A. P. Victory through 


air power. 1942. Simon $2.50 


Major Seversky, whose name and 
fame are known to all air-minded men 
and boys, has given us an adult book on 
the vulnerability of America to aerial 
warfare. He discusses the implications 
in the present war, offers a program of 
air control of the world, based in the 
United States and suggests the con- 
struction of an aerial striking force by 
1945. Te sceptics he recalls some of 
the things he has done which “ could 
not be done.” Illustrated with photo- 
graphs and diagrams. 


Deutsch, Babette. Walt Whitman, 


builder for America; illus. by 
Rafaello Busoni. 1941. Messner $2.50 


This will be an excellent introduction 
to Whitman, his democratic ideals and 
the America which he saw. Half the 
book consists of ‘his poems, well-chosen 
by one who is herself a poet. In the 
other half she describes the man, the 
forces which made him and his ideals. 
His serenity and honest thinking should 
be a help to young people trying to find 
footing in a time of confusion. A fine 
book to own and one to be read by the 
elders as well as young people. 
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Diaz del Castillo, Bernal. Cortez and 


the conquest of Mexico by the 
Spaniards in 1521. 1942. Scott $2.50 


When Cortez conquered Mexico 
there was with him a trusted 24-year- 
old follower who actually saw how a 
small company of soldiers boldly landed 
in Mexico, burned their boats behind 
them, fought across to the City of 
Mexico, took Montezuma prisoner and 
who lived to write it all down in his 
old age. At this time a Franciscan 
priest was having Indian artists illus- 
trate a chronicle he was making of the 
destroyed Aztec culture. This book is 
a combination of the two efforts. The 
editor, B. G. Herzog, while “ adroitly ” 
condensing the narrative from several 
different translations of the original, 
has kept it moving smoothly with the 
flavor of the original. It is vivid and, 
strangely, quite modern in style. Inter- 
est in Latin America and in modern 
commando raids, which this seems like, 
makes this real history particularly 
timely. The book, a distinguished addi- 
tion to any collection, is small but well- 
made and comfortable to hold. 


Donahue, A. G. Tally-ho! Yankee in 


a Spitfire. 1941. Macmillan $2.50 


“This hero is not . . . grim; his ac- 
complishments are few. Worse yet, he 
scares as easily as you do, perhaps more 
easily, and he never does anything 
particularly heroic. Worst of all is his 
identity, because actually he’s only me. 
But this is a true story,” is the way 
this book opens. An American farm 
boy goes to war with the R. A. F., is 
burned, bails out, goes “ Hun-chasing”’, 
has home leave, and goes back. The 
narrative is like a letter from one of 
the boys. 


Fast, H. M. The last frontier. 1941. 


Duell $2.50 


When the United States government 
ordered all Indians to Indian Territory 
(now Oklahoma), the proud Cheyennes 
went with the rest. But when food be- 
came scarce on the reservation and 
weak Agent Miles gave preference to 
the Christianized Indians, the Chey- 
ennes, under Little Wolf and old Dull 
Knife, decided to go back “home” to 
die. This is the epic account of a brave 
flight of over a thousand miles and the 
final stand “like ghosts in a blizzard.” 
A fine story of the Indians’ last stand 
against the whites, which has only one 
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fictitious character, the army captain, 
and which stands as an_ indictment 
against the white man and as a great 
fight for freedom. 


The tall hunter; illus. by 
Rafaello Busoni. 1942. Harper $1.75 


“My grandfather’s grandfather,” 
Richard Hammond, by chance met 
Daniel Boone and, fired by his enthusi- 
asm, became a hunter. But, again, he 
met Ellen May and then decided at 
once to leave the woodland trail and 
settle down. Content until his “ itching 
heel” took him on the trail again, he 
returned to find his cabin burned and 
his wife gone. In revenge he hunted 
the Indians who had done it. In his 
wanderings he ran across Johnny Ap- 
pleseed who persuaded him to return 
and rebuild his cabin. At last Johnny 
Appleseed found and brought back his 
wife and alsoa son. Here is that “ thin 
book for a book report.” 


Fenton, C. L. & Fenton, M. A. Moun- 


tains; illus. by the authors. 1942. 
Doubleday $2.50 


Whether you look to mountains for 
recreation or beauty or information, 
this book is your meat. Such an all- 
inclusive title allows the authors to 
write on the age and composition of 
the mountains of America, of the plants 
and trees and animals that live on them 
and of the fossils through which they 
trace their history. The last chapter is 
“What to see and where to find it.” 
Amply illustrated with drawings and 
diagrams, and two gorgeous photo- 
graphs in color, it is a first-class guide 
book for the armchair reader but too 
bulky to carry on a trip. 


Foster, Mrs G. S. George Washing- 


ton’s world; illus. by the author. 
1941. Scribner $2.75 


So far as the young are concerned, 
Moses and George Washington might 
easily be contemporaries. This book is 
an attempt, and a successful one, to pre- 
sent what was going on, during the 
lifetime of George Washington, in the 
world outside America, how each per- 
son and event affected the others. A 
big book that will fill a definite need 
and so arranged that one may look all 
around at any given time, and so in- 
dexed that one may follow one person 
through. Generously illustrated by the 
author-artist. 
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Pictures to grow 
up with. 1942. Studio $3 


A beautiful book for a gift as well 
as one to own. With the emphasis on 
the satisfaction of seeing rather than 
upon period or school, Miss Gibson 
chooses and groups masterpieces with 
an eye to the interests of various age 
groups. The first section is “ The book 
of small and baby animals,” with such 
contrasting examples of art as a Per- 
sian deer, a beetle from Diirer, Clare 
Newberry’s Siamese kitten and a 
Chavez colt from the Museum of Mod- 
ern Art. There is a section on flower 
paintings and others on “Fetes and 
amusements,” “Fantasy” and “ Young 
people.” Skilfully inserted in short 
sentences are comments which open 
one’s eyes to fine composition, brush 
work and other technicalities, and 
which add to the reader’s enjoyment. 


Hargrove, Marion. See here, Private 
Hargrove. 1942. Holt $2 


Private Hargrove, working on a 
newspaper in North Carolina, is drafted 
into the Army. He meets the new life 
with keen relish and sends back to his 
paper impudent, humorous accounts of 
his experiences. Of the physicai ex- 
aminations, a buddy says, “ Nothing I 
had on, except a thin little iodine num- 
ber on my chest”; when the sergeant 
asks, “ Where is the balance of your 
rifle?”’ Hargrove replies, “ This is all 
the supply sergeant gave me, sir.”” Boys 
and men will enjoy this zestful, imper- 
tinent book. 


Hasey, J. F. 


Little $2.50 


Yankee fighter. 1942. 


John Hasey is a New Englander, 
who, after Exeter, Worcester Academy 
and Columbia, was selling jewels for 
Cartier in Europe when war broke out. 
He joined an ambulance corps, then 
when France fell, became an officer in 
the Foreign Legion and was wounded 
fighting for the Free French. From 
his hospital bed he gave Joseph Dinneen 
the details of his experiences for this 
book and of the action which won him 
the Croix de Guerre and a citation as 
“Companion of the Order of Libera- 
tion” with a letter from General de 
Gaulle in which he says, “ You were 
the first American citizen to shed his 
blood to free France from the oppres- 
sors.” Absorbing reading. 
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Heide, Dirk van der. My sister and I; 


the diary of a Dutch boy refugee; 
tr. by Mrs Antoon Deventer. 1941. 
Harcourt $1 


In the city of Rotterdam, Dirk was 
worrying over a composition to be 
turned in at school the next day. But 
then the Germans came and bombed the 
city. This is Dirk’s diary of the next 
week. With his Uncle’s help he and his 
sister managed to get to America. A 
most moving book showing how war 
looks to a normal boy when he is in the 
thick of it. Real as real. 


Hersey, J. R. Men on Bataan. 1942. 


Knopf $2.50 

Here is a story of Bataan and the 
men who so courageously defended it, 
naming names and sketching the lives 
of some of the men. Woven into it is 
the life story of General MacArthur, 
up to his departure for Australia. The 
author who had unusual access to 
special material says he “ proposes to 
understate the General . . . but to 
acknowledge . . . his extraordinary 
leadership in battle, and his clear and 
broad vision.” The result is a narra- 
tive that is dramatic and will be read 
with interest by men and boys. 


Isasi, Mirim, & Denny, M. B. White 


stars of freedom; illus. by Kurt 
Wiese. 1942. Whitman $2.50 

A sheep herder, Narbik Aguire, and 
his sisters lived the little-known life of 
the proud Basques in the north of 
Spain. Narbik did the work, played 
the games and attended the festivals as 
Basque boys do. For a year he tried 
hard to .live up to the family motto, 
“T will be faithful.” Then war came. 
Narbik and his foster-sister found 
themselves in America, becoming citi- 
zens, swearing allegiance to the “ white 
stars of freedom” in the American 
flag. This is a true, personal and first- 
hand account of proud and freedom- 
loving aliens who are also proud to 
become Americans. 


James, Will. The American cowboy; 


illus. by the author. 1942. Scribner 
$2.50 

Covers the story of the cowboy in 
America through three generations. 
The first Bill (about 1830), became 
the first cowboy through the tragedy 
which took his family. His son, the 
second Bill, lived in the rip-roaring 
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heyday of the cowboy. And his son, 
Bill the third, is “changing his light 
boots for Army brogans.” “I’ve made 
the story move plenty fast because the 
cowboy in these pages had to do the 
same,” says James. As Bill “was no 
slouch with a rope,’ so James is no 
slouch with his pen. An _ intensely 
interesting story with matchless draw- 
ings of horses in action. 


Lucas, J. M. Man’s first million years; 


illus. by James MacDonald. 1941. 
Harcourt $2 


In clear and simple language the 
author interests us in the findings which 
illuminate the history of man. It is 
as thrilling to know the methods by 
which scientists have arrived at their 
conclusions as it is to read of their 
excavations of bones and bracelets and 
pots and pans. This is a first book 
in anthropology that will appeal to 
adults as well as juniors. 


Assignment in 
Brittany. 1942. Little $2.50 


Martin Hearne, a British intelligence 
officer, taking his life in his hands, 
lands in Brittany and impersonates a 
French soldier, escaped from Dunkirk, 
whom he resembles. By use of the 
soldier’s diary and visits to him in the 
hospital in England, he has become 
familiar with his background. In 
France he is accepted by the soldier’s 
mother and his fiancée, Anne. But he 
lacks some vital knowledge and _ his 
return to England is complicated by 
this and by his love for Anne, which 
grows out of his assignment in 
Brittany. 


Meader, S. W. Shadow in the pines; 


illus. by Edward Shenton. 1942. 
Harcourt $2 


Ted Winslow, 15, from the New 
Jersey pine barrens, near Fort Dix, out 
in search of arbutus becomes suspicious 
of a stranger who pretends to be 
hiking. Being a woodsman himself, 
he knows this man is not one. In 
trying to prove his suspicions, Ted 
finds the Lost Forge, runs into Nazi 
saboteurs, is tied up and left in a mys- 
terious old house. He is finally released 
by Bill Gates who, with the aid of an 
old diary, solves the mystery caused by 
smallpox in 1841. Like all of Meader’s 
books, this is a compelling yarn with 
an out-of-doors background which all 
boys will like. 


Means, Mrs F. C. 
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Whispering girl; a 
Hopi Indian story of today; illus. by 
Oscar Howard. 1941. Houghton $2 


Vensi, whose Hopi Indian mother 
died when Vensi was born, thereby 
became a witch-baby. She developed 
a nervous reaction which resulted in 
whispering instead of talking. Sent to 
the World’s Fair with her adopted 
family to take part in the Indian Vil- 
lage activities she had the opportunity 
to see in the Museum some of the 
Indians’ precious things which had been 
stolen from her race. In her surprise 
and anger she found her voice. That 
there were Americans here before we 
came, to whom we may seem an alien 
race, will come as a surprise to many 
young people. 


Monks, Noel. Squadrons up! a first- 


hand story of the R. A. F. 1941. 
(Whittlesey House pub.) MeGraw $2.50 


An English news _ correspondent 
writes of his friend, the Australian 
flier, “ Cobber” Kane, and the flying 
squadron to which he belonged and in 
whose service he died. It is a personal 
narrative in the sense that the corre- 
spondent lived with the squadron and 
shared as much of its life as was 
possible for a noncombatant. The book 
is good reporting. 


Nathan, Robert. Tapiola’s brave regi- 


ment; illus. by Kurt Wiese. 1941. 
Knopf $1.75 

Tapiola is here again, this’ time with 
a regiment recruited from the canary, 
the ~ squirrel, the pigeon from the 
cathedral and Jeremiah, the rat, and a 
cart with supplies — “‘a piece of yellow 
cheese, a roll of lint for bandages, half 
a dozen buttons, a map of Europe for 
the year 1840 and a large nail.” With 
Robert Nathan’s usual exquisite prose 
and humor, the satire proceeds to its 
inevitable conclusion. Kurt Wiese’s 
sketches are perfect. 


Newcomb, Covelle. Vagabond in vel- 


vet; the story of Miguel de Cer- 
vantes; illus. by Addison Burbank. 
1942. Longmans $2.50 


To those high school pupils who as 
children read Don Quixote, this inter- 
esting biography will be welcome. To 
the student of literature or of Spanish 
it will furnish rich background mate- 
rial. To the casual reader it will be 
a good lively story of a curious char- 
acter, with action, suspense and color. 









































Nordhoff, Charles, & Hall, J. N. Bot- 
any bay. 1941. (Atlantic Monthly 
Press bk) Little $2.50 

The young American loyalist, Hugh 
Tallant from Maryland, arriving in 
England, met Tom Oakley, and with 
him became a highwayman, was appre- 
hended and thrown into Newgate 
prison. From there, as was the cus- 
tom in those days, he was deported in 
a convict ship to Botany Bay in New 
South Wales. With him went Tom 
Oakley and Mrs Garth. They were 
present when the notorious Second 
Fleet arrived in Botany Bay with its 
horror and its sad news for Mrs Garth. 
Hugh was pardoned and returned to 
England but Tom was hanged. True 
history in fiction form and the kind of 
story we look for from the authors of 
Mutiny on the Bounty. 


Norway, N. S. (Nevil Shute, pseud.) 
Pied piper. 1942. Morrow $2.50 

Kind-hearted John Howard, return- 
ing from a holiday in the Jura moun- 
tains at the outbreak of the war, 
agrees, against his better judgment, to 
take two English children with him 
across the Channel. Broken-down 
transportation lines, to say nothing of 
the five additional children who join 
the party, make this a difficult under- 
taking. How John, with the help of 
Nicole finally gets his little group 
safely to England, makes a gripping 
story. 


Nott, S. C. The young Churchill; a 
biography. 1941. Coward $2.50 

For young people interested in the 
events of the day this serious biog- 
raphy of one of the world’s most lime- 
lighted men will provide background 
and perspective. From his childhood, 
through English schools, and his cap- 
ture and escape during the Boer War 
to the present, the book shows Winston 
Churchill with his stubbornness, his 
humor and his ability, and it brings 
out the contrast between his aristo- 
cratic heritage and his democratic 
views. Chronological table of the 
events of Churchill’s life. 


O’Hara, Mary. My friend Flicka. 
1941. (Story Press bk) Lippincott $2.50 


Sired by an outlaw horse, a poor 
little colt on a Wyoming ranch is 
cherished by the boy who sees possi- 
bilities in her. Flicka, the colt, and 
a mother who understands, both con- 
tribute to the boy’s growth. A fine 
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story for the public that is always 
ready for horse stories. There is a 
movie version. 


Pease, Howard. Night boat, and other 


Tod Moran mysteries. 1942. Double- 
day $2 

A group of eight clean, fast-moving 
mystery yarns, reprinted from Ameri- 
can Boy and Classmate, these are the 
experiences on boats, in Mexico, or in 
the South Seas, of Tod Moran, third 
mate of the tramp steamer, “Araby,” 
known in some of the author’s other 
books. 


Platt, Rutherford. This green world. 


1942. Dodd $3.75 


To a boy lying on the grass in a 
shady spot, the world seems quiet and 
unmoving. After reading this book, 
however, he will find it a dynamic 
place, since “every instant there is 
change” and, unseen and unheard, most 
amazing action is going on around him. 
Here, too, among other things are 
thrilling accounts of the world’s 
“greatest water works,” lifting tons 
of water, of how the number of 
minutes in a day and the flow of the 
wind are timed to contribute to the 
vast factory of this green world. Line 
diagrams and magnificent photographs, 
many in color, by the author. 


Regli, A. C. The Mayos; pioneers in 


medicine; illus. by Rafaello Busoni. 
1942. Messner $2.50 

Boys from the frontier, the Mayo 
brothers learned their first anatomy 
lesson from the skeleton of a Sioux 
Indian, killed in the uprising. Later 
they were at the head of a _ hospital 
with a ‘world-wide reputation. In 
between, a lifetime—no, three life- 
times, because their father must be 
included —of courage and dedication 
to an ideal. 


Saint Exupéry, Antoine de. Flight to 


Arras; tr. from the French by Lewis 
Galantiére; illus. by Bernard La- 
motte. 1942. Reynal $2.75 


From the security of a strategy class- 
room two young French fliers are 
ordered to make a sortie to Arras, from 
which they, and the chief who sends 
them, know they are very unlikely to 
return. Their reply is, “ Yes, sir. 
Very good, sir. See you this evening, 
sir.’ Here one is given a glimpse of 
the impressions, emotions and moods 
of a flier and his reactions to an order 
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entailing probable death. One is made 
keenly aware, too, of the pilot’s feeling 
of being an integral part of his plane 
and the crew. The flight is in defense 
of an already defeated France early in 
this war but the story is ageless and 
timeless. Bold action and cool philoso- 
phy are mingled in a beautiful prose. 
As good if not better than his Wind, 
sand and stars. 


Scholastic magazine. Here we are; 


stories from Scholastic magazine; ed. 
by Ernestine Taggard. 1941. Mc- 
Bride $2.50 

Not just a collection, but a careful 
garnering of 20 modern, adult stories 
by such authors as Saroyan, Steinbeck, 
Katharine Brush, Dorothy Parker and 
Dorothy Canfield. Some titles are 
Eight-oared crew; Sixteen; I can’t 
breathe; The heyday of the blood; 
Clothe the naked, and Old man Axel- 
brod. This is the answer for the high 
school pupil who says: “Give me a 
steer through this modern stuff.” 


Skidmore, Hubert. Hill lawyer; illus. 


by Richard Bennett. 1942. Double- 
day $2 

A young lawyer, Jim Martin, takes 
a case which sends him to the Blue 
Ridge in search of a title. On the train 
he is warned that the coal interests 
will fight him. On his drive from the 
station with the mail carrier, they are 
held up, but escape on the horses. 
Jim is roused, and staying to face 
feuds and guns, by a clever ruse finally 
bests his opponents and becomes the 
sheriff. A fine story to put beside 
Hill doctor whose hero appears here 
also. 


Skinner, C. O. & Kimbrough, Emily. 


Our hearts were young and gay; 
illus. by Alajalov. 1942. Dodd $2.50 

A rollicking and flippant account of 
two young girls who went to Europe 
on their own 20 years ago. In it high 
school girls will find a quaint and ante- 
diluvian note but will sympathize with 
the desire to travel unchaperoned. That 
one of the authors is the famous 
Cornelia Otis Skinner may interest 
others. They attracted “incident as 
blue serge attracts lint.” From the 
“shipwreck” at the start, through 
measles, dates, and queer boarding 
houses they swallowed everything with 
glee—including the ribbons on the 
sandwiches. 


Smith, C. F. 
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The Ship Aground; a 
tale of adventure; illus. by C. Walter 
Hodges. 1941. Oxford Univ. Press $2 


The “ Ship Aground” was the name 
of an inn in England about 150 years 
ago. Barty Dale, when left an orphan, 
was rescued by his sailor uncle, Ben 
Strange, who became the landlord of 
the inn. Barty, with others, was 
shanghaied. On the ship he became 
involved with Captain Crossbones and 
Antigua Bill in the search for a 
treasure which had been hidden back 
on land in the “ Ship Aground.” The 
story has moments reminiscent of 
Treasure island and The mutineers. 


Steinbeck, John. Bombs away; the 


story of a bomber team. 1942. Vik- 
ing Press $2.50 

All the sources of information of the 
United States Army Air Force were 
opened to Mr Steinbeck in order that 
he might write about the life and duties 
of a bomber crew for prospective fliers 
and the parents of fliers. ‘ Bombs 
away” is the call the bombardier gives 
the crew over the “ inter-com” as soon 
as he has released the bombs over the 
target. Here one will find absorbing 
reading in the description of each post 
and of the individual crew member 
that fills it, of the training required 
and the quality of these modern pio- 
neers, the “ greatest team in the world.” 
Essentially the text is accurate, though 
some changes may have been made by 
the Army while the book was being 
written. Very fine photographs by 
Johh Swope. 


Trumbull, Robert. The raft. 1942. 


Holt $2.50 

Three American Navy fliers, forced 
down, drifted for 34 days on a rubber 
raft without food, equipment of any 
kind, and, part of the time, without 
clothes, and yet managed to reach land 
only to encounter a hurricane. A true 
story of great hardship met with mag- 
nificent courage and personal discipline 
which “ generations of Americans will 
be telling their children, to illustrate 
man’s ability to master any fate.” 
Such accounts, more thrilling than fic- 
tion, will never be dated. Written by 
a newspaper man, it is related “as 
Pilot Dixon told it to me.” 


Tunis, J. R. All-American; illus. by 


Hans Walleen. 1942. Harcourt $2 


The academy football team was play- 
ing against the local high school when 
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Goldman was hurt. Well, that brought 
out a question of fair play. And when 
one begins to think of fair play, things 
open up. What about the colored boy 
on the team? Was he getting a break? 
And why were the president of the 
bank and the chamber of commerce 
interested? Would Ned be allowed to 
play Miami? Well, he was, in a 
first-rate, absorbing sport story. 


Untermeyer, Louis, ed. Stars to steer 
by; illus. by Dorothy Bayley. 1942. 
Harcourt $2.50; text ed. $1.20 

To the young person who wants help 
in understanding and enjoying poetry 
this volume, of about 150 poems, chosen 
by the author of Rainbow in the sky 
and This singing world, should be a 
satisfactory’ answer. Mr Untermeyer, 
whose own enthusiasm for poetry is 
contagious, points out in a foreword 
and in the introductions to the different 
groups that one need not like what 
every one else likes; that there is 
variety enough for all tastes, and that 
poetry has something vital to offer. 
A group of selections for “choral 
speaking” provides interesting material 
that is sometimes difficult to find. 


Inner springs; illus. 
by Mayo Dyer Hersey. 1942. 
Houghton $2 


For the mature student this collec- 
tion of 20 sprightly, sometimes wryly 
humorous short essays will provide 
delicious reading in days of confusion. 
Based on the very small happenings of 
everyday, like having breakfast in the 
Boston South Station with one’s hus- 
band, or sleeping in a Pullman or just 
growing older, the essays open doors of 
thought showing a fascinating new an- 
gle, and close them quickly with a laugh. 
Very simple but eloquent line drawings 
add to one’s pleasure in the book. 


Waugh, Mrs E. D. Simon Bolivar; a 
story of courage; illus. by Flora 
Nash DeMuth. 1941. Macmillan $2.50 


Born to wealth, with a Negro nurse 
who fed him the legends and strange 
fairy tales of his land, Simon grew older 
with teachers who taught him of Spain 
and of this, his new country. Then 
there came to South America a tutor 
fresh from the French Revolution who 
inspired him with tales of Rousseau, 
Tom Paine, Washington and Jefferson. 
Meanwhile he broke wild horses and 
drove wild cattle. Upon a visit to 
Spain, he suffered from being snubbed 
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and married a beautiful Spanish wife 
who lived only a short time after 
reaching South America. From that 
time on he devoted his life to the lib- 
eration of South America from the 
Spanish yoke. A romantic story of a 
colorful hero. 


Weber, Mrs L. M. Happy landing; 


illus. by Howard Simon. 1941. 
Crowell $2 

Seventeen-year-old Martha holds the 
family together in the absence of her 
father, an aviator who is reported lost. 
Neighbors try to help, but want to sepa- 
rate them. To this Martha opposes all her 
strength and will. She sets out to find 
a distant cousin and returns to some- 
thing quite different but satisfactory to 
the reader. A “family” story, enter- 
taining and lively. 


Werfel, Franz. The song of Bernard- 


ette; tr. by Ludwig Lewisohn. 1942. 
Viking Press $3 

The author, a refugee from Ger- 
many, became interested in the miracle 
of little Bernadette in Lourdes, who, 
poor and neglected, was vouchsafed a 
vision of a beautiful lady. Where the 
vision appeared the waters took on a 
miraculous healing quality for pilgrims 
from all over the world. The narrative, 
although it has elements of mystery, 
takes no liberties with the body of 
known truth. Werfel does not try to 
explain it but, with sympathy and 
imaginative insight, does a_ beautiful 
piece of work in presenting it. 


White, W. L. They were expendable. 


1942. Harcourt $2 


The heroes who brought MacArthur 
out of Bataan in a PT boat and landed 
him safely in Australia tell their story 
to a newspaper man. Under impossible 
conditions and enduring great hardship 
these members of the resourceful and 
courageous crew came through “ Amer- 
ica’s Little Dunkirk.” The action is 
magnificent, the writing simple and 
forceful. Shall we ever know what 
happened to Peggy the Nurse? 


Wood, Peggy. How young you look! 


1941. Farrar $2.50 


The modest autobiography of a suc- 
cessful actress which leaves one with 
the feeling of having known a warm, 
courageous woman who. generously 
shares her engaging personality as well 
as her luck, her tragedies, her successes 
and her theatrical friendships with the 
reader. 
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